State grant, loan Oked for business park building

Will attract manufacturing firms
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A state $1 million grant-loan combination has been approved for the construction of a second, light-manufacturing business building at the Kittitas County Airport Business Park north of Ellensburg.

The funds will be combined with $250,000 in local money for a total $1.250 million project. Construction of the 15,000-square-foot-building is planned for spring 2008, and the first tenants moving in is planned for early summer, according to Debbie Strand, executive director of the Ellensburg Business Development Authority, or EBDA.

“This project directly addresses a need in our community for light-manufacturing spaces that new or expanding firms can lease,” Strand said this morning. “The end results will be attracting businesses here that have good, family-wage jobs.”

The local support includes $150,000 from a county economic-development infrastructure grant program and another $100,00 in EBDA funds. The city of Ellensburg also is providing non-monetary support.

It’s estimated that the new building could house businesses that reflect up to 50 to 75 employees. The building is planned on a three-acre site in the southeast corner of Bowers and Airport roads, north of Ellensburg. It will be near an existing 10,000 square-foot business building constructed in 2001 and owned and managed by EBDA that has three firms and 30 to 35 employees.

County Commissioner David Bowen said agreement will be considered soon by commissioners and the Ellensburg City Council to, in effect, become co-signers of the loan portion of the state funding program.

“The airport business park is major focus of mine as a key component of local economic development efforts,” Bowen said this morning. “Approval of the state grant and loan is, indeed, good news. This is what the county, the city, EBDA and many others have been working together to do for eight to 10 years in making the park a reality.”

The existing EBDA business building houses Hobart Machined Products, Pelle Active Wear and the Unavco seismic and plate tectonics research effort. 

EBDA, is a public development authority created by the city of Ellensburg, also operates and manages the Ellensburg Business Incubator Building and program off Dolarway Road on Prospect Street. The incubator building is currently, with five tenants and about 35 employees. The goal of the program is to help businesses start up or expand and strengthen to the point where they can find their own space in the community.

The businesses buildings at the airport are part of a separate EBDA program that only provides lease space for new businesses or expanding businesses that in need of a good location. Strand said EBDA doesn’t have tenants for the proposed, new building at this time but is working to recruit them.

Strand said EBDA’s total investment at the three-acre Airport Business Park site is about $2 million so far. Also planned is a third building in the future.

The state grant-loan program is part of the state Community Economic Revitalization Board, an arm of the state Department of Community, Trade & Economic Development.

